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Swiss federalism (I)

Four national languages –

each has its own literary work 

and cultural scene

■ Predominantly German-speaking areas

■ Predominantly French-speaking areas

■ Predominantly Italian-speaking areas

■ Predominantly Romansh-speaking areas

■ No predominance
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Swiss federalism (II)

26 cantons with their own culture and 

cultural policy priorities

3Source: Federal Statistical Office



Public spending on 
culture in Switzerland

Total 100%

CHF 2’966.1 million
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Sources: Swiss Federal Statistical Office (statistics on culture 

funding, national accounts), Federal Department of Finance (FDF). 

2020 figures

* Contributions from lotteries are included 

in cantonal expenditures

■ Confederation 11 %

CHF 330.4 million

■ Cantons* 40 %

CHF 1202.4 million

■ Communes 49 %

CHF 1433.3 million



Some Fields of Activity of the FOC
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CULTURAL HERITAGE CULTURAL EXPRESSION

Museums and collections Film

Baukultur Cultural Participation

Swiss National Library Languages and Society



Organisations of applied sciences and 

cultural and memorial institutions – a 

beneficial partnership 



Switzerland's artistic 

heritage going digital 

for the 21st century

The largest humanities 

digitisation project in 

Switzerland
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Cultural heritage

MAH-online



The FOC’s Museums and Collections

8

• Digital mediation of the art 

collections of the Swiss 

Confederation

• Online-platform for the 

provenance research in 

the areas of Nazi-looted 

art and cultural artifacts 

from a colonial context



Swiss National Library
Swiss examples:

- Exhibition  «Deep Fakes: Art 

and Its Double» EPFL 

Pavilions 2021

- Èvokâ BCU FR & EPFL 

ECAL
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https://actu.epfl.ch/news/when-art-and-technology-intermingle-the-copies-a-2/
https://actu.epfl.ch/news/when-art-and-technology-intermingle-the-copies-a-2/
https://epfl-ecal-lab.ch/research-projects/evoka/


Cultural heritage

The Digitisation 

of the Panorama 

of the Battle of 

Murten
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© EPFL, eM+
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The Federal Inventory of Swiss 

Heritage Sites of National 

Importance (ISOS).

Accessible on the federal 

geoportal, based on GIS 

technology.

© EPFL, eM+

Baukultur / Cultural heritage

Trogen, AI

ISOS Geoportal



Intangible Cultural Heritage

Dive into

intangible

cultural heritage! 
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Thank you.
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