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• R&D at FOEN
• Action Plan Wood
• Forest and wood

research funding
• Environmental

technology promotion
• REPIC
• Technology fund
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Swiss innovation landscape in environment

Top-down
mandates 

Bottom-up
support



• Federal policy research (RIPA, Art. 16)
• Serves for the fullfilment of the fed. 

administration’s tasks
• [The Confederation] may commission or 

support research studies and technology 
assessments (EPA, Art. 49 para. 2)

• Covers the entire policy cycle
• Top-down approach (Research Master Plan 

ENVIRONMENT)
• Annual budget: ca. CHF 13m for mandates

3Research and innovation @FOEN / P. Queloz • EPFL Swiss Federal Offices Day 2024

Research activities tailored for 
the FOEN’s needs…
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… spanning a wide range of fields

Cross-sectoral
research
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Project examples
Pilot programme ‘Adaptation to 
climate change’
here Reduction measure of heat
island effect in Boissonnas, GE

Process-oriented modeling of direct N2O 
emissions from agricultural soils (LACHSIM)

Effects of climate change on Swiss water 
bodies (HydroCH-2018)



• Projects contributing to the competitiveness
of Swiss forestry and wood industries

• Principles
• Practice and application oriented research
• Added value for min. one economic sector
• Start-up contribution (max. 50%)

• Since 1946 with the Swiss Confederation
and cantons as promoters

• Annual budget CHF 740’000
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WOWO-CH: Promotion of forest
and wood research in Switzerland

 
 

Bundesamt für Umwelt BAFU 
Wald- und Holzforschungsförderung Schweiz WHFF-CH 

Office fédéral de l’environnement OFEV 
Soutien à la Recherche Forêt et Bois en Suisse FOBO-CH 

Ufficio federale dell’ambiente UFAM  
Sostegno alla ricerca sulle foreste e il legno in Svizzera FOLE-CH 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    
     

     
          

     
           

 
 

 
 



• Main instrument for the implementation of the Wood 
Resource Policy (Forest Act, Art. 34a)

• Priority foci
• Swiss wood value chain
• Climate-compatible buildings

• Annual budget ca. CHF 3m
• Financial aid of max. 50%
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Action plan Wood: a policy implementation
instrument for the wood sector



• 25-yr portfolio of environmental innovations 
(EPA, Art. 49 para. 3 since 1997) 

• Track-record with successful technology
providers

• Financial aid of 50% of the project cost (max. 
CHF 1m per project phase)

• Annual budget: CHF 4m
• Obligation to repay in case of successful

commercial exploitation
• Reporting to Parliament every 5 years
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Leveraging innovative products, technologies 
and processes for environmental protection
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Environmental technology promotion programme

(flanking measure)



• Interdepartmental Platform SECO, SDC, SFOE and FOEN
• Promotion of renewable energies, energy efficiency and resource

efficiency in developing and transition countries
• Innovative, practice- and market-oriented projects including know-how 

transfer

• Support for pilot projects and projects
in early commercial phase (Rollout)

• Grant covers up to 50% total costs
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Swiss know-how and technologies in 
international cooperation



• Loan guarantees
• Innovative small and medium 

entities (in CH)
• Financed by the CO2 levy on 

fossil fuels
• Innovative and climate positive 

product
• Support scale-up for market-

ready solutions
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Mitigate climate change with
innovative technologies

Average guarantee amount 
per portfolio company 

CHF 1.9 m

Average duration of 
the guarantees

7 years



• Financial aids for implementing
novel technologies/processes
200m CHF /year, during 6 years

• Companies with a net-zero roadmap
• Emission reduction or achievement

of negative emissions
• Later development stages: from

industrial pilot and demonstration
plant to market diffusion and export
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Towards a NET-Zero economy: the new Climate
and Innovation Act



And to go deeper: 
• Research of the FOEN and Research Master Plan Environment
• Promotion of forest and wood research in Switzerland (FR/DE/IT)
• Action plan Wood
• Environmental technology promotion
• REPIC
• Technology fund

Useful tools and resources:
Environmental research groups in Switzerland
Funding by Swiss foundations
Innovation landscape in environement and energy
ARAMIS: Research database of the federal administration

Contact: pierre.queloz@bafu.admin.ch
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Thank you very much for your attention!

https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home/topics/education/environmental-research--mandate--objectives--funding.html
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home/topics/education/environmental-research--mandate--objectives--funding/master-plan-for-environmental-research.html
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/fr/home/themes/forets/info-specialistes/strategies-et-mesures-federales/wald-und-holzforschungsfoerderung1.html
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/fr/home/themes/forets/info-specialistes/strategies-et-mesures-federales/plan-d_action-bois.html?lang=fr
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home/topics/education/innovation.html
https://www.repic.ch/en/
https://www.technologyfund.ch/
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home/topics/education/environmental-research--mandate--objectives--funding/forschungsgruppen-umwelt-schweiz.html
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home/topics/education/environmental-research--mandate--objectives--funding/funding-by-foundations.html
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/de/home/themen/bildung/umweltforschung/innovationslandschaft-umwelt-energie.html#region=0&type=1&zoom=0.07
https://www.aramis.admin.ch/?Sprache=en-US
mailto:pierre.queloz@bafu.admin.ch
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